Sunday, February 4, 2024 5th Sunday after Epiphany

Faith

Lutheran Church
of Rotonda West

Listening e Caring e Serving

Very early in the morning, while
it was still dark, He got up, left
the house and went off to a

solitary place, where He prayed.
Mark 1:35




WELCOMING OF GUESTS AND VISITORS

GATHERING
Prelude
(PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE)
P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God, the Word made flesh, our life and our
salvation. C Amen!
HYMN We Come to You ELW 617
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1 We come to you for heal - ing, Lord, of
2 As once you walked through an - cient streets and
3 You touch us through phy - si - cians’ skills, through
4 When nights are  long with wake - ful - ness, through
5 We  come to  you, O lov - ing Lord, n
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bod - vy, mind, and soul, and pray that by your
reached toward those In  pain, come, ris - en Christ, a -
nurs - es’ gifts of care, and through the Ilove of
days when strength runs low, grant us your gift of
our dis - tress and pain, in  trust that through our
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Spir - it’s touch we may a - gain be  whole.
mong us stll with pow’r to heal a - gain.
faith - ful friends who lift our lives in  prayer.
pa - tience, Lord, your calm - ing peace to know.
nights and days your grace will  heal, sus - tain.

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P
confess our sin.

P Together we pray,

Silence is kept for reflection.

Trusting the goodness and lovingkindness of God our Savior, let us



C God of life, you promise good news of great joy for all people,
and call us to be messengers of your peace. We confess that too
often we hoard our joy, our resources, and our security. We
nurture conflict and build barriers. We neglect the needs of our
neighbors and ignore the groaning of creation. Have mercy on
us. Where we are self-centered, open our hearts. Where we are
reluctant, give us courage. Where we are cynical, restore our
trust. Renew us with your grace and give us again the hope of
eternal life in you. Amen.

P Hear the good news: We are children of God and heirs of God’s

promises through the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. In & Jesus we
are forgiven and redeemed. Sing with joy, for all the ends of the
earth shall know the salvation of God.

C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE ARISE, YOUR LIGHT HAS COME! ELW 314
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A - rise, your light has come! The  Spir - it’s call o - bey;
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2 - rnise, your light has come! Fling wide the pris- on door;
3 - rise, your light has come! All you in  sor - row  born,
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show forth the glo-ry  of your God which shines on you to - day.
pro - claimthe cap-tive’s lib - er - ty, good tid - ings to the poor.
bind up the bro-ken - heart-ed ones and com - fort those who mourn.

THE GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.

C And also with you.




PRAYER OF THE DAY

P Together we pray,

C Everlasting God, you give strength to the weak and power to the
faint. Make us agents of your healing and wholeness, that your good
news may be made known to the ends of your creation, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

WORD

FIRST READING Isaiah 40:21-31
“'Have you not known? Have you not heard?
Has it not been told you from the beginning?
Have you not understood from the foundations of the earth?
°’It is he who sits above the circle of the earth,
and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers;
who stretches out the heavens like a curtain,
and spreads them like a tent to live in; “*who brings princes to naught,
and makes the rulers of the earth as nothing.
“Scarcely are they planted, scarcely sown,
scarcely has their stem taken root in the earth,
when he blows upon them, and they wither,
and the tempest carries them off like stubble.
>>To whom then will you compare me,
or who is my equal? says the Holy One.
“5Lift up your eyes on high and see: Who created these?
He who brings out their host and numbers them,
calling them all by name;
because he is great in strength, mighty in power, not one is missing.
*"Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak, O Israel,
“My way is hidden from the LORD,
and my right is disregarded by my God”?
“Have you not known? Have you not heard?
The LORD is the everlasting God, the Creator of the ends of the earth.
He does not faint or grow weary; his understanding is unsearchable.
*?He gives power to the faint, and strengthens the powerless.



““Even youths will faint and be weary,
and the young will fall exhausted,;
*'but those who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength,
they shall mount up with wings like eagles,
they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.
L The word of God. C Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 9:16-23
'°If I proclaim the gospel, this gives me no ground for boasting, for an
obligation is laid on me, and woe to me if I do not proclaim the gospel!
Y"For if | do this of my own will, I have a reward; but if not of my own
will, I am entrusted with a commission. **What then is my reward? Just
this: that in my proclamation I may make the gospel free of charge, so as
not to make full use of my rights in the gospel.

For though | am free with respect to all, I have made myself a slave to
all, so that | might win more of them. “°To the Jews | became as a Jew, in
order to win Jews. To those under the law | became as one under the law
(though I myself am not under the law) so that | might win those under the
law. “*To those outside the law | became as one outside the law (though |
am not free from God’s law but am under Christ’s law) so that I might win
those outside the law. ““To the weak | became weak, so that | might win
the weak. | have become all things to all people, that | might by all means
save some. “’I do it all for the sake of the gospel, so that | may share in its

blessings.
L  The word of God. C Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL Mark 1:29-39

C Glory toyou, O Lord.

29As soon as [Jesus and the disciples] left the synagogue, they entered the
house of Simon and Andrew, with James and John. **Now Simon’s
mother-in-law was in bed with a fever, and they told him about her at
once. **He came and took her by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever
left her, and she began to serve them.

*’That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or
possessed with demons. **And the whole city was gathered around the
door. **And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast
out many demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because
they knew him.

*In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to
a deserted place, and there he prayed. **And Simon and his companions
hunted for him. *’When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is
searching for you.” **He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring
towns, so that | may proclaim the message there also; for that is what |
came out to do.” **And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the
message in their synagogues and casting out demons.

L  The Gospel of our Lord.

C Praise to you, O Christ.

MUSIC MINISTRY Assurance John Ness Beck
Choir

SERMON Pastor Armen

PLEASE STAND AS YOU ARE ABLE

HYMN O Zion, Haste ELW 668
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O Zi - on, haste, your mis - sion high ful - fill - ing,
Pub - lish to ev - 'ry peo - ple, tongue,and na - tion
3 He comes a - gain! O Zi-on ere you meet him,
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to tell to all the world that God 1s light;
that God, 1in whom they live and move, is love;
make  known to ev - ry heart his sav - ing grace;
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that he  who made all  na - tions is not will - ing
tell how he stooped to save his lost cre - a - tion
let none whom he has  ran-somed fail to greet him,
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one soul should per - ish, lost in shades of night.
and died on earth  that we might live a - bove.
through your ne - glect, un - fit to see his face.
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Pub - lish glad td - ings, tid - 1ings of  peace,
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tid - ings of Je - sus, re - demp-tion, and re - lease.

THE APOSTLES’ CREED

A Together we confess our faith,



| believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. He was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the virgin Mary. He
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was
buried. He descended into hell. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the
Father. He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion
of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and
the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
A As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.

each petition concludes...

God of grace,
receive our prayer.

P Knowing the Holy Spirit intercedes for us, we offer these prayers and
the silent prayers of our hearts in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
C Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE (SPOKEN GREETING)

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C And also with you.

OFFERING
In thanksgiving for God’s blessing, we respond with our tithe and offering

OFFERTORY HYMN ELW 884




N 4 L I |
e ———— e e e
& — i3s3 g 45 22
¢ 3,
Praise God, from whom all bless-ings flow:; praise him, all crea-tures here be - low:
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praise him a-bove, ye heav'n-ly host; praise Fa-ther, Son,and Ho - ly Ghost.
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OFFERING PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C God of abundance, receive and bless these gifts we have offered.
Join our hearts with the song of the angels, and gather us at your
table of celebration. Strengthen us to share with all the world the
abundance of your grace upon grace, poured out in Jesus Christ,
the Word made flesh. Amen.

THE MEAL

P The Lord be with you. C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts. C  We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

P Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and
in all places give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ. By the leading of a star he was shown
forth to all nations; in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your
beloved Son; and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your
glory. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and
the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:



f . |
5 |

Ho-ly, ho - ly, ho - ly Lord, God  of pow'r and might,
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comes in the name of the Lord. Ho-san-na  in the high - est

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave
thanks; broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my
body, given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to
drink, saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and
for all people for the forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.

THE LORD'S PRAYER

A Together we pray,

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy
kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give
us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we
forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.



DISTRIBUTION
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As we celebrate the meal of our Lord, all are invited. If you are a
guest and regularly commune at your church, you are welcome to
commune here. For children who are not communing, please keep
your hands folded and you will receive a blessing. Both wine (red)
and grape juice (white) are available at communion. Grape juice is
in the inner section of communion tray, wine in the two outer
rings. If you would like a gluten-free wafer, please notify the
server. If you are unable to come to the altar rail and would like to
receive communion in your seat, please notify an usher.

after all have communed

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in God’s grace.
Amen.

Together we pray,

God our redeemer, you have fed us at this table with gifts of
grace, truth, and life. As you have gathered us in joy, send us
forth as messengers of your peace. Make us shine with the good
news of your glory, born to us in Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

God bless you and keep you, * Jesus grant you grace and truth, and
the Spirit send peace upon your hearts, now and forever.
Amen.



HYMN

Oh, Worship the King

ELW 842
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I Oh, wor - ship the King, all - glo - rious a - bove.
2 The earth with its store of won - ders un - told,
3 Your boun - ti - ful care what tongue can re - cite?
4 Frail chil - dren  of dust, and fee - ble as frail,
5 0O mea - sure - less might, im - ef - fa - ble love,
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Oh, grate - ful - ly sing God’s pow - er and love;
Al - might - y, your pow'r has  found - ed of old;
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light,
n you do we trust, nor find  you to fail;
while an - gels de - light to hymn you a - Dbove,
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our shiecld and de - fend - er, the An - cient of  Days,
es tab - lished it fast by a change-less de - cree,
it streams from the  hills, it de - scends to the  plain,
your mer - cies, how ten - der, how firm to the end,
the hum - bler cre - a - tion, though fee - ble their lays,
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pa - vil - ioned in splen - dor, and gird - ed with  praise.
and round it has cast, like a man - tle, the sea.
and sweet-ly dis - tlls in the dew and the rain.
our mak - er, de - fend - er, re - deem - er, and friend.
with true ad - o - ra - tion shall sing to your praise.

DISMISSAL

P

C Thanks be to God.

Postlude

Christ the Savior is born! Go in peace. Proclaim this good news!




Faith’s Weekly Announcements
Welcome to all of you attending this morning!

Altar Flowers
The flowers on the altar today are given to honor Priscilla Fullerton
and her talents. They will be given to her after her concert this
afternoon.

This Morning
You are invited to attend Sunday School at 9:30. The choir will
rehearse at the same time.

This Afternoon
Priscilla Fullerton, our former organist, will be presenting a concert,
“Hymns and Classics,” this afternoon at 3:00 pm here at Faith.
There is no cost to attend, but a freewill offering will be taken at the
conclusion.

Calling all Men
The Men’s breakfast will be held at Stefano’s Restaurant this
Tuesday morning at 7:30. There is no need to sign-up ahead, just
be there on Tuesday morning and join the fellowship.

You Are Invited
A new Bible study, based on the gospel of Mark, began last
Wednesday, 3:00 pm, in the doublewide. The group will continue
to meet every other Wednesday and they would love for you to join
them. Next meeting is February 14. Just bring your Bible, no other
book is necessary.

Food Pantry
This week the food bank especially needs canned soup. All
donations should be placed in the bin in the narthex.



February Ladies Luncheon
Ladies, we will meet at 11:30 am on Wednesday, February 21, for
our February luncheon. Location is Cool Pickles in Paradise,
located on Placida Road, immediately south of the Cape Haze
Resort, in the Ace Hardware Plaza. We will order off the menu,
with separate checks. Come enjoy the fellowship, laughter and
food. Deadline to sign up is February 18™. Questions? See or call
Kathie Wiley (941-662-5383).

Attendance last Sunday: 48 (early) + 44 (late)

Join us for Supper
We will once again be having soup suppers on Wednesdays during
Lent, starting with February 21st. The supper will be at 5:00 pm,
followed by mid-week Lenten worship at 6:00 pm.

A sign-up sheet is in the narthex for those able to bring soup (in a
crock pot). Dessert is also appreciated. We need 4-5 people each
week to provide nourishment. There will also be a sign-up sheet to
help with set up and clean up. If you are attending, please bring a
place setting, bowl and sandwich (if you want one) for the meal.
Sandwiches are not provided.

THIS WEEK AT FAITH

Every week day morning 6:30 am AA meets at church

Monday 9:30 am Worship and Music
8:00 pm AA meets at church

Tuesday 7:30 am Men’s Breakfast

8:30 am Work Crew
9:00 am Lutheran Chicks
11:00 am Chime Choir
5:00 pm Girl Scouts




WE PRAY FOR...

Verna Newlon Lou Taylor Shirley Rice
Tom Jackling Jim Hardenstine John Schleede
Bruce Grosvenor Anna Villareal Nancy Smith

Dan Anderson

Serving Today
Altar Guild:
First Service:
Worship Assistant/ Lector: Dave Woodliff
Usher: Harold & Linda Schultz

Second Service:

Lector/ Worship Assistant: Ruthie Rohrbach
Ushers: John & Kay Culver, Jay Fisher & Jim Taylor



Faith Lutheran Church of Rotonda
551 Rotonda Boulevard West — Rotonda West, FL 33947
(941) 697-3313

We are a Stephen Ministry Congregation

Pastor Brian Armen, Cell (814) 248-0133
Secretary: Barbra Davis
Organist: Candace Montesi  Custodian: Cyndy Hoops

Secretary Office Hours: 9:00 Am — Noon (M-F)
PASTOR’S OFFICE: 10:00—1:00 (M-TH) AND BY APPOINTMENT

Our Guiding Principle: GOD’S GRACE WINS....
As we WORSHIP Jesus as our Lord and Savior

As we LOVE one another, welcoming everyone

As we SERVE, inspired by the Holy Spirit

As a deep FAITH is taught and caught

As we make WITNESS and MISSION our life



